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Book Reviews

Book Reviews
Walters, J. (2019) Loving your neighbour in an age of religious conflict: A new agenda
for interfaith relations. London: Jessica Kingsley Publishers. 168 pp. $24.95 ISBN
9781785925634
In Loving Your Neighbour in an Age of Religious Conflict, John Walters seeks to bring
about better interfaith discourse in an era of increased sectarian violence. Walters is
the founder and director of the London School of Economics Faith Centre and an
Anglican priest. As director of The Faith Centre, Walters works to generate dialog
among the different faiths. He has traveled to countries where the violence is at its
worst and facilitated discussions among those on both sides of the issue. In Loving
Your Neighbour, Walters approaches interfaith relations from his own experiences
working as a facilitator and through his Christian faith. At the beginning of each
chapter, Walters incorporates short anecdotes from his experiences that displays his
model of interfaith discourse and its positive outcomes.
Using the parable of the Good Samaritan, Walters provides an example of how
we should approach interfaith relations. Walters interprets the parable not just as a
moral lesson on how we should treat one another but as an example of interfaith
acceptance and love. He claims that to those Jesus was lecturing to; the Samaritan
symbolized the despised religious other but became the one who serves as an
expression of God’s love.Walters discusses the theological implications of the parable
in the broader context of his discussion on religious tribalism. He claims, the lawyer
who asked the question “who is my neighbor” was actually asking “who is in my
tribe?” Jesus turns it around by making the neighbor a despised Samaritan. For
Walters, the parable goes even deeper. Quoting Origen and Augustine, he claims
that Jesus saw himself in the character of the Samaritan.
Walters also wants to establish that though secularization is growing in Europe
and North America, it is stagnant or in retreat in the rest of the world. He states,
with the exception of Buddhism, “when you look at the global data, all the world
religions are growing numerically.” Walters argues that even though Europe and
North America are becoming more secular, others from areas that are more religious
continue to immigrate there seeking better lives. Due to the growing pluralism,
communities within these secular societies will either begin a dialog amongst the
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different faiths or see the rise of sectarian violence. Therefore, Waters believes, if
these secular countries are to understand and seek to address religious conflict, they
must make space for religious voices in politics.
We are being told that modernity has brought forth a secular age. However, Walters
so persuasively demonstrates in this excellent book, that in truth, religion is thriving
throughout the world and that it is religious pluralism that is on the rise. In Loving
Your Neighbour, Waters provides a model to bring about better interfaith discourse in
hopes of stemming the tide of sectarian violence. I found the book to be engaging
and believe the ideas presented will assist those working to bring about more
interfaith dialog. I recommend this book for all institutions of higher education.
Reviewer
Samuel S. Richardson, University of Tennessee at Martin
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